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The price tag for alcohol in Santa Clara County

= The total economic cost of alcohol use is
$1.6 billion annually

Traffic (DUI) lliness
$300 million $800 million
19% 50%

= This translates to roughly $900 per Santa Clara
County resident or $2,600 per family each year

Crime
$300 million
19%

Injury
$200 million
12%

Total: $1.6 billion

lliness How alcohol causes death in Santa Clara County

196 = Total number of lives lost each year to alcohol
use is 342

57%

= The total number of incidents related to alcohol
use is over 34,000

= There are 4 incidents (injuries, crimes, high-risk
sex, etc.) every hour due to alcohol use

Total: 342
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Lives lost and financial burden due to alcohol use in Santa Clara County

Problem Deaths Incidents Total costs Government costs*
lliness 196 1.477 $800 million $50 million
Traffic (DUI) 32 6,099 $300 million $20 million
Other Injury 103 1,537 $200 million $10 million
Crime 11 25,477 $300 million $260 million
Total 342 34,590 $1.6 billion $330 million

*Government agencies (state, county, and city) are burdened

with $330 million or 21 percent of the total $1.6 billion price tag.
How alcohol destroys health P P 9

Type of illness Deaths Hospitalizations

Digestive Diseases 105 663

Neuro-Psychiatric Conditions 47 592

- 30 192 4 Alcohpl use causes a disturbing array of heglth prpblems,
. from liver disease to cancer to sexually-transmitted diseases,

Malignant Neoplasms 14 18 all of which cost Santa Clara County $800 million annually.

Pregnancy-Related Conditions 0 12 These figures are conservatiye estimgtes becausg not all

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 0 - alcohol-related ilinesses were included in the analysis.

€
High Risk Sex 0 1,960*
Total 196 3,484

*Numbers are new incidents, not the number of hospitalizations. .
How alcohol causes bodily harm

Cause Deaths Injuries
o ] o ] Traffic (DUI) 32 2,189
Alcohol-caused injury and traffic collisions are responsible for >
roughly 135 deaths and 3,726 non-fatal injuries each year. Falls 25 908
Tragically, alcohol results in 34 suicides each year, while 34 Suicide 34 98
percent of all traffic deaths in Santa Clara County are caused .
by alcohol. The annual economic cost of traffic collisions and Poisonings (Non-Alcohol) 26 81
other injuries totals about $500 million. Alcohol Poisoning 6 41
Occupational 1 10
Other 11 399
. . Total 135 3,726
How alcohol contributes to crime
Crime Incidents Proportion
Property Crime 9,269 6.8%
Violent Crime
Assault 14,215 21%
Rape 1,164 20% 4 An alarming 90 percent of alcohol-related crime costs are due
0 to violent offenses. The total economic cost due to crime is
Robbery 357 17% roughly $300 million annually. Fully 20 percent of all homicides,
Child Physical Abuse 411 4.5% rapes, and assaults can be attributed to alcohol use.
Child Sexual Abuse 52 8.5%
Homicide 9 21% This report was prepared with data analyzed by Simon Rosen and David

Dominguez with assistance from Michele Simon and Bruce Livingston.

Total 25,477




