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By FRANCISCO MARTINEZ
fmartinez@thearknewspaper.com
———

A Little League block party 

and Juneteenth and Diwali cele-
brations are offi  cially among this 
year’s festivals returning to Main 
Street, while Nowruz is heading 

to Zelinsky Park.
The three Main Street clo-

sures were formally approved in 
separate unanimous votes by the 

By NAOMI FRIEDLAND 
and GRETCHEN LANG
nfriedland@thearknewspaper.com
———

Cleanup crews removed about 
200 gallons of diesel-tainted water 
from the bay Feb. 7 after a boat 
ran aground and began leaking 
fuel between Blackie’s Pasture and 
McKegney Green.

The 43-foot Chris-Craft, which 

apparently broke loose from the 
Richardson Bay anchorage during 
a pair of recent storms, has been 
tagged as marine debris, with the 
registered owner mailed a 10-day 
removal notice. 

However, anchorage resident 
Arthur Bruce said in an inter-
view that the boat has a hole and 

By FRANCISCO MARTINEZ
fmartinez@thearknewspaper.com
———

Tiburon is set to impose new rules for 
e-bikes starting in April, including clear 
bans on riding on sidewalks, towing riders 
and riding double. 

Enforcement would include anything 
from citations to requiring a violator — and 
a youth violator’s parents — to take a safety-
training program at their own expense.

The Town Council voted unanimously 
at its Feb. 8 meeting to approve new regu-
lations for electric mobility devices, which 

also include hover boards and kick scooters. 
A routine second vote of formal adoption is 
scheduled for March 6, with the rules taking 
eff ect 30 days later.

The changes were recommended by the 
town’s Parks, Open Space and Trails Com-
mission in response to the increased use of 

electric devices on local paths and after seri-
ous accidents in Southern Marin, including 
on Tiburon’s Old Rail Trail. There has also 
been a steady stream of complaints to town 
offi  cials and police about unsafe riding, 

Tiburon cracking down on e-bike dangers

Crews clean up fuel 
in bay sanctuary after 
boat washes ashore

With focus on kids – and their parents – council OKs bans on sidewalk riding, towing, riding double 

———
See E-BIKES, page 24

GRETCHEN LANG / FOR THE ARK

The 43-foot Chris-Craft Greta Mae is seen tethered to the Tiburon shoreline be-
tween Blackie’s Pasture and McKegney Green on Feb. 9. The damaged boat, now 
tagged for removal, ran aground and leaked fuel into the wildlife sanctuary.

———
See BOAT, page 24

Faithful foiled in OT

NAOMI FRIEDLAND / THE ARK

Local San Francisco 49ers faithful gathered in downtown Tiburon, including at the Tiburon Tavern, on Feb. 11 for Super 
Bowl LVIII watch parties. The Niners blew a 10-point lead and lost in overtime, 25-22, to the reigning champion Kan-
sas City Chiefs, dashing hopes of their fi rst title since the 1994 season. ‘It was a great game but a sad ending,’ said 
Tiburon resident Brenden Smith, who watched the game with friends at Cinelounge, which hosted public and private 
parties. ‘It’s just sad. We were so close,’ added Patrick McNerney of Tiburon. ‘We could’ve won. We should’ve won.’

Tiburon plans Little League party, 
Juneteenth, Diwali on Main Street
Critics question alcohol sales at youth fundraiser

———
See FESTIVALS, page 24
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attempts to float it were unsuccessful. He 
said the owner is a friend and fellow anchor-
out who doesn’t have the money for repairs, 
likely won’t claim it and is now homeless.

While several officials for the Richard-
son Bay Regional Agency, which governs 
the waters, declined to say what happens 
next, U.S. Coast Guard Petty Officer Hunter 

Schnabel said the harbormaster will likely 
remove it using state grant money for sur-
rendered and abandoned boats. 

It was unclear when the boat first ran 
aground. Tiburon Hills resident David Haines, 
who lives uphill from the area, said he first 
noticed it Feb. 2, about two days after the first 
major storm hit the peninsula on Jan. 31. It 
was also spotted a few dozen yards offshore 
on Feb. 4, the day the second storm hit, and 
was seen fully on the rocky shoreline Feb. 5.

The harbormaster, Jim Malcolm, reported 
the boat to the Coast Guard on Feb. 7 when 
he saw it was leaking fuel and there was a 
sheen on the water’s surface, Schnabel said. 
The agency then partnered with the state 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Office of 
Spill Prevention and Response. When they 
arrived on the scene, they could see fuel 
leaking into the bay and put out a boom to 
contain it from spreading and brought in a 
contract cleanup crew.

That crew drained the remaining fuel from 
the boat and then cleaned up the bay water. 

Fish and Wildlife spokesperson Eric 
Laughlin said there were no observed 
impacts to wildlife. That part of the bay is 
currently closed to boats and other recre-
ational use because it’s part of the 900-acre 
Richardson Bay Audubon sanctuary, used 
by millions of migrating birds.

Reach Francisco Martinez at 415-944-4634.

Boat, continued from page 1
———

Town Council on Feb. 7 — with debate over 
alcohol sales at a children’s festival — leav-
ing three more for the Tiburon Peninsula 
Chamber of Commerce to promote local 
businesses.

Executive Director DeAnn Biss told The 
Ark last week she hopes to host Friday 
Nights on Main festivals in June and August, 
plus the annual Tiburon Holiday Festival in 
early December. Those still need the town’s 
formal approval.

Meanwhile, Nowruz has been bumped 
from the Main Street docket. Organized by 
the Tiburon Diversity Inclusion Task Force, 
the town held its inaugural celebration of the 
Persian new year on lower Main last year. 
This year it will be held 3-5 p.m. March 30 at 
Zelinsky Park and the civic plaza between 
Town Hall and the Belvedere-Tiburon 
Library. It will feature live music, cultural 
dance, food and merchandise related to 
the holiday.

The task force is also hoping to debut an 

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heri-
tage Month Celebration at Zelinsky Park 
in May as it expands its lineup of cultural 
festivals.

But the Tiburon Peninsula Little League’s 
March 15 Opening Day parade and block 
party is back on lower Main Street for the 
third year, despite the council’s instructions 
last February for organizers to find another 
venue. With more requests to close the street 
but opposition from Ark Row shops that say 
the closures hurt business, the town limited 
annual festivals there to six last May. 

The request to move the Little League 
party elsewhere wasn’t mentioned during 
last week’s council hearing, with Mayor 
Alice Fredericks and Councilmember Jack 
Ryan both saying after the meeting that no 
businesses or members of the public objected.

The council did, however, impose a limit 
that alcohol sold at the Little League festival 
be consumed within 40 feet of a bar to be set 
up in front of Malibu Farm.

As in previous years, the Little League 
plans to kick off its season with a 4:30 p.m. 
parade, with players and families gathering 

at the southern end of the Old Rail Trail, 
across from the Belvedere-Tiburon Library, 
and marching down the Tiburon Boulevard 
sidewalk to Main Street. The block party 
will run from 5 to 8 p.m., with games for 
kids, a booth selling league-branded shirts 
and caps, a silent auction and a fundraising 
wine-and-beer bar. Lower Main will be 
closed to cars from 4 to 9 p.m. 

The alcohol sales at a youth fundraiser 
again raised eyebrows on the council 

and attention from two nonprofits, Marin 
Healthy Youth Partnerships, which works 
to combat youth substance use, and San 
Rafael-based Alcohol Justice, an advocacy 
group that works to reduce alcohol harm. 

During public comment, Healthy Youth 
Partnerships’ Executive Director Kelsey 
Fernandez asked the council to bar alcohol 
sales at the event, citing higher-than-nor-
mal trends of drug and alcohol use in the 
Tamalpais Union High School district, which 
includes the Tiburon Peninsula, according 
to data from the California Department 
of Education’s School Climate, Health and 
Learning Surveys.

The 2021-2022 survey showed 44% of the 
district’s 11th-graders surveyed drank alco-
hol or used other drugs at least once in the 
30 days prior to taking the survey, compared 
to 19% for high-school juniors statewide.

In a letter to the council, Cruz Avila, Alco-
hol Justice’s executive director, and Tiburon’s 
Michael Scippa, the organization’s public 
affairs director, recommended alcohol sales 

Festivals, continued from page 1
———

———
See FESTIVALS, next page

main street festivals
Tiburon will close lower Main Street to vehicle 

traffic for the following street festivals:
• Tiburon Little League Opening Day Parade 

and Block Party: 4-9 p.m. March 15, with 4:30 p.m. 
parade on downtown Tiburon Boulevard.

• Friday Nights on Main: June 14, tentative.
• Juneteenth: 2-8 p.m. June 15 celebration 

commemorating the end of slavery in the U.S.
• Friday Nights on Main: Aug. 23, tentative.
• Diwali: 2-6 p.m. Nov. 2 festival of lights and 

triumph of good over evil celebrated by Hindu, Sikh, 
Jain and some Buddhist adherents in South Asia 
and its diaspora.

• Tiburon Holiday Festival: Dec. 8, tentative.

mostly by kids. The commission based its 
recommendations on Mill Valley’s ordinance, 
which was passed last April.

Tiburon’s changes add an entirely new 
regulatory section that bans the use of all 
electric mobility devices in any public area 
where traditional bikes are already banned, 
including at Fountain Plaza and Shoreline 
Park. It goes on to ban them on sidewalks 
or any public facility, including sports fields, 
courts and pitches, culverts, drainage facili-
ties and ditches. Americans with Disabilities 
Act devices are exempt.

New language also updates the law on the 
Old Rail Trail to formally allow additional 
e-devices, such as boards and scooters.

However, the update bans passengers on 
single-person devices, as well as any form of 
towing by attaching to a moving vehicle or 
motorized or non-motorized device.

For devices that are designed to carry pas-
sengers, the proposed update recommends 
that only riders 16 and older carry them, 
with no ban on younger riders carrying 

passengers.
Class 3 e-bikes — those that go up to 28 

mph and require riders be 16 years or older 
and helmeted — remain banned everywhere 
but roadways in Tiburon under the updated 
regulations. State Assemblymember Damon 
Connolly, D-San Rafael, has introduced a 
bill that would extend the under-16 ban to 
class-2 e-bikes, which are throttle-assisted 
and can reach speeds of 20 mph, and would 
ban the sale of e-bikes if they can exceed the 
speed of their class designation.

During the council meeting, Vice Mayor 
Holli Thier expressed enforcement concerns 
to Tiburon police Capt. Jarrod Yee, wonder-
ing if citations would become part of kids’ 
public records. She also expressed the need 
for a “very, very, very robust” outreach cam-
paign for the new ordinance.

Yee told Thier that officers would have 
discretion on issuing citations and would 
likely start with a warning system. 

“I’d be concerned if an 8-year-old was 
being issued a citation right off the bat,” he 
said. He agreed that public education would 
be needed, included working with schools to 
increase outreach.

Yee added that information on public 
records involving juveniles is typi-
cally redacted.

During public comment, Tiburon cyclist 
Mark Freiberg said he thought it would 
be more effective to focus on posting vis-
ible speed limits for all cyclists rather than 
trying to identify the type of e-bike some-
one is using. He noted he can’t usually tell 
what type of e-bike kids are riding as they 
pass him by. 

He also asked the council to consider 
annual monitoring reports on the trail. 

Resident Tina Shah Paikeday, who serves 
on the town’s Diversity Inclusion Task Force, 
also called for more visible speed limits 
on the trail, recalling an incident where a 
cyclist knocked down and injured a senior 
on the trail. 

Councilmember Isaac Nikfar worked on 
the ordinance when serving on the parks 
commission. He supported it during the 
council meeting, calling it “a good first step,” 
though he said he wants to see requirements 
for e-bike and regular bike registration and 
safety courses incorporated down the line. 

He also echoed Freiberg on broader safety 

issues, pointing out that not all cyclists 
use call-outs to indicate they are passing a 
person on the trail.

Mayor Alice Fredericks also said that the 
“on your left” or “on your right” calls leave 
many people confused “because they don’t 
know whether they’re supposed to move to 
their right or the cyclist is coming to their 
right. So the public needs some educa-
tion also.”

Nikfar asked about installing speed-limit 
signs on the Old Rail Trail. Town Manager 
Greg Chanis said the town sometimes uses 
temporary radar signs on the trail, adding 
they could be placed there again and 
more often. 

Fredericks asked about patrolling on the 
trail. Chanis confirmed there were police 
officers who ride bicycles on the trail but 
said he could work with the Police Depart-
ment to establish a more formal patrol. 
Fredericks, however, suggested periodic and 
random enforcement, as people who “don’t 
know when you’re coming to enforce” are 

“more likely to behave.” 

Reach Francisco Martinez at 415-944-4634.

E-bikes, continued from page 1
———

end of the lot, but the men were on the other 
side of the park. They advised the men of 
the park’s closing time and asked them to be 
courteous with their trash. 

Tiburon fire district log
Something smells off: 8:22 p.m. Jan. 31, 

personnel responded to Bellevue Avenue 
for a report of a smell of gas. Crews noticed 
a distinct electrical smell in the home’s 

laundry room and a bedroom. They discov-
ered a few tripped breakers on an electrical 
panel, and the resident was advised to con-
tact a licensed electrician. 

Abandon ship: 10:35 a.m. Feb. 4, Fireboat 
Tiburon was dispatched to a report of a 
sunken boat about 1,000 yards off- shore in 
Richardson Bay. Crews located the boat but 
noted no one in or around the vessel. The 
boat’s coordinates were forwarded to the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

Drifting: 12:25 p.m. Feb. 4, Fireboat 
Tiburon was dispatched for a report of a 

boat adrift with a person onboard just out-
side the channel off Clipper Yacht Harbor in 
Sausalito. Fireboat Tiburon picked up the 
person aboard the boat and transported 
them to the harbor. The U.S. Coast Guard 
was called in to secure the boat.

Southern Marin fire district log
Timber! 10:34 a.m. Feb. 4, personnel 

responded to Highway 101 south of Para-
dise Drive for a report of a tree down. Crews 
found a tree had fallen over a guard rail and 
was blocking the shoulder of the road. The 

tree was cleared.
Swaying but secure: 4:10 p.m. Feb. 4, per-

sonnel responded to East Strawberry Drive 
for a report of a transformer hanging from a 
power pole. Crews determined there was no 
hazard; the communication lines were still 
attached to the pole and were just swaying 
in the wind. 

Compiled from public records by Naomi 
Friedland. Items do not reflect all activity 
and should not be construed as findings of 
guilt.

Reports, continued from page 23
———
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2024156529

NOTICE: THIS STATEMENT 
EXPIRES ON 1/17/2029. A NEW 

FBN STATEMENT MUST BE FILED 
NO MORE THAN 40 DAYS FROM 

EXPIRATION. 
The following person is doing 

business as:
SOMA HYPNOTHERAPY
58 MARTINEZ CT.
NOVATO, CA 94945
BRIT LESNETT
58 MARTINEZ CT.
NOVATO, CA 94945
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Brit Lesnett
58 Martinez Ct.
Novato, CA 94945
FILED: January 17, 2024
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. Mannion

Ark Legal 4459 Jan 24, 31, Feb 
7, 14, 2024

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2024156530

NOTICE: THIS STATEMENT 
EXPIRES ON 1/17/2029. A NEW 

FBN STATEMENT MUST BE FILED 

NO MORE THAN 40 DAYS FROM 
EXPIRATION. 

The following person is doing 
business as:

BLUE PEARL MARKETING
STEALTH BEAUTY GIFTING
FLOWER POWER PRODUCTIONS
15 SCHOOL TERRACE
NOVATO, CA 94945
PAULINA SUGARMAN
P.O. BOX 344
LARKSPUR, CA 94977
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Paulina Sugarman
P.O. Box 344
Larkspur, CA 94977
FILED: January 17, 2024
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. Mannion

Ark Legal 4460 Jan 24, 31, Feb 
7, 14, 2024

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2024156524

NOTICE: THIS STATEMENT 
EXPIRES ON 1/17/2029. A NEW 

FBN STATEMENT MUST BE FILED 
NO MORE THAN 40 DAYS FROM 

EXPIRATION. 
The following person is doing 

business as:

VOICETRAX
VOICETRAX SF
VOICETRAX SAN FRANCISCO
1207 BRIDGEWAY STE D
SAUSALITO, CA 94965
TWO REDHEADS & A CUEBALL
1207 BRIDGEWAY STE D
SAUSALITO, CA 94965
This business is conducted by a 

limited liability company
/s/Rhonda Gallimore
1207 Bridgeway Ste. D
Sausalito, CA 94965
FILED: January 17, 2024
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. Chen

Ark Legal 4461 Jan 24, 31, Feb 
7, 14, 2024

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MARIN

NO. CIV0001858
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
PETITION OF 

TANYA LYNN WILSON TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS: 

1. Petitioner TANYA LYNN WILSON filed 
a petition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: Present 
name TANYA LYNN WILSON TO TANIA 
CRONKHITE ALANIZ that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 

this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must 
file a written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least 
two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause why the 
petition should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, the court 
may grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
a. Date: MARCH 8 2024. Time: 9:00 
a.m. Dept: A Room: A
b. The address of the court is 3501 
Civic Center Drive, Room 113, San 
Rafael, CA 94903.
A copy of this Order to Show Cause 
shall be published once a week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in the follow-
ing newspaper of general circulation 
printed in this county (The Ark).
FILED: January 19, 2024
s/s ANDREW E. SWEET
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
James M. Kim, Court Executive Officer, 
MARIN COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
By: K. Keeton, Deputy
Ark Legal 4462 Jan 24, 31, Feb 
7, 14, 2024

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE

 OF HARRIET BROWN
PR. 0000371

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors and persons who 
may otherwise be interested in the 
will, or estate, or both of HARRIET 
BABCOCK BROWN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by PRISCILLA EMBRY 
in the Superior Court of California, 
County of Marin.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE request 
that PRISCILLA EMBRY be appointed 
as personal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent’s 
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in the file kept 
by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to 
administer the estate under the inde-
pendent Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important action.) 
The independent administration author-
ity will be granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the petition 
and shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held 
in this court as follows: FEBRUARY 15, 
2023 at 9:00 am in ROOM C, located 
at 3501 Civic Center Drive, San Rafael, 
Ca 94903 Mailing address 3501 Civic 
Center Drive, San Rafael, Ca 94903, 
Room: For Zoom information go to the 
court’s website www.marincourt.org.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court before 
the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as defined in 
section 58(b) of the California Probate 
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date of 
mailing or personal delivery to you of 
a notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other California 
statutes and legal authority may affect 
your rights as a creditor. You may want 
to consult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law. 

Public Notices PUBLIC NOTICE ADVERTISING RATES
Fictitious business name statements are $75 for one business and one registrant, $10 each additional name, for four weeks; 

name changes are $145. Trustee sales start at $340. The deadline for the next issue is 3 p.m. Thursday. 

Call 415-435-2652 or email lpagan@thearknewspaper.com for additional pricing and to place your notice today!

———
See NOTICES, page 26

strategic plan that he said “more accu-
rately represents what the (strategic plan) 
should say.”

Ryan’s reframing of the plan does not 
change any of its goals or initiatives, but 
instead changes language to specify that 
the task force will be carrying out the 
goals rather than “the town” or other enti-
ties like the Police Department.

“The fact that I am coming with sug-
gestions for improvements now, I can’t 
possibly be bothered to apologize for 
that because I’m just trying to make it as 
good as it can be,” Ryan said. 

However, Thier said she was angry 
with the suggestions, noting there 
were multiple meetings to make these 
language changes or suggest other sub-
stantive amendments. She said the plan 
accomplishes exactly what the task force 
set out to do in attempting to defi ne 
its goals. 

“We have shown our commitment — 
our shared collective commitment — to 
making Tiburon a more diverse and 
inclusive and equitable place,” Thier said. 

“And I know I’m voting for this tonight, 
and I hope all of my colleagues are going 
to vote for this without amendment and 
show that respect to our community.”

Appointed resident members Tina 
Shah Paikeday, Ruben Kalra and Karen 
Carrera all attended the council meeting 
and said during public comment that 
they agreed with moving the plan for-
ward as is. 

Councilmember Jon Welner agreed 
with Thier the plan accomplishes what it 
set out to do. He told Ryan that although 
the plan is “not labeled exactly how you 
would label it, I think the understanding 
that I have of it is that these are the goals 
the (task force) is working toward.”

Councilmember Isaac Nikfar said he 
wanted to see the plan cross the fi nish line. 

“I don’t think we should let perfect be the 
enemy of good in this instance,” he said.

Reach Tiburon reporter Francisco Mar-
tinez at 415-944-4634.

Strategy, continued from page 5
———

editor of The Ark in January saying they 
weren’t told. 

Van Keulen also contacted the town, 
providing measurements and noting that 
Marsh Road residents had previously been 
notifi ed of club-related hearings.

Chanis later acknowledged the mistake. 
He said most issues involve a single parcel, 
but the club has four and only the clubhouse 
parcel had been used for noticing require-
ments. While government code doesn’t list 
a required remedy for notifi cation failures, 
Chanis said he wanted to make sure the 
residents “have the opportunity to have their 
voices heard on this matter.”

The club has been hosting pickleball on 
its courts since 2019 but had never received 
explicit permission from the town to do so. 

While the sport has grown in popularity 
in recent years, it’s also attracted its share 
of critics who complain about the non-
stop dinks and pops of players hitting the 
plastic ball.

Marsh Road residents have long been 
vocal about the noise impact of pickleball at 
the club on their daily lives. They also came 
out in force against a proposed three-month 
trial of pickleball at the town-owned Teather 
Park courts on Beach Road.

The Town Council rejected the trial and 
formed a subcommittee that has since sug-
gested Belvedere’s Lagoon Road courts 
might be a better spot, but during a 2022 
discussion about pickleball at Teather Park, 
at least one resident questioned why the 
Tiburon Peninsula Club was allowed to off er 
it without amending its use permit. 

The town responded by telling the club it 
would have to apply for amendments to its 
permit to allow pickleball and other things.

The Planning Commission in December 
generally agreed that the club’s eff orts to 
mitigate noise had been eff ective. While 
57 residents had signed a petition against 
allowing the sport, Commissioner Daniel 
Amir said he was skeptical, noting neighbors 
had ample time to voice their concerns to the 
town and commission and hadn’t done so.

The notifi cation snafu may explain why.

“We appreciate the opportunity to state 
our case,” Van Keulen said by phone, thank-
ing Chanis.

Chanis said that for future land-use appli-
cations requiring noticing, staff  will check to 
see if applicants own contiguous parcels.

Club General Manager Lukasz Monka 
said he was surprised to fi nd out about the 
rehearing but said all parties wanted the 
same thing: “open discussion and consider-
ation leading to a fair conclusion.”

Monka said the club’s “neighbor-centric” 
approach included him visiting Southern 
California clubs to see how they dampen the 
sound of pickleball play. He added the club 
is also working with contractors to develop 
a sound-dampening fourth wall that the 
Planning Commission requested in Decem-
ber, noting that all pre-construction work is 
complete. 

“We will remain proactive in reason-
ably accommodating neighbors’ concerns,” 
Monka said. 

Reach Tiburon reporter Francisco Marti-
nez at 415-944-4634.

Pickleball, continued from page 5
———

and consumption be in enclosed tents with 
enforced carding. They also recommended 
alcohol vendors make silent, fi xed-amount 
donations to the league, with no sponsor-
ship acknowledgment or reliance on actual 
sales at the festival to determine the dona-
tion amount.

Fredericks and Councilmember Jon Welner 
also expressed their own reservations. 

Little League President Dan Etchevers 
said that while he understood the concerns, 
alcohol sales are part of the league’s fund-
raising eff orts. He questioned whether pizza 
parlors or burger joints should stop serving 
alcohol because they’re also popular with 
kids and families.

He said the organization would work with 
the Town Council and the state Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control to ensure a 
safe event. He also added volunteers super-
vising games and activities would not 
drink, following questions from Fredericks 

on drinking parents intermingling in chil-
dren’s spaces.

Welner moved to approve the event with-
out alcohol sales altogether, saying there 
was a diff erence between Main Street res-
taurants serving alcohol to indoor diners 
and “folks buying alcohol and drinking at a 
kid’s event in our downtown.”

However, colleagues Ryan and Isaac 
Nikfar said they were more comfortable. 
Both said the festival portion has morphed 
to become a general neighborhood outing, 
similar to Friday Nights on Main, with 
Nikfar anecdotally noting “more people that 
don’t even have children end up showing up.”

“Because it is a community event, I feel 
like it sort of disentangles the link between 
kid and alcohol enough,” Ryan said. “We 
haven’t had anything go wrong in the past. 
We haven’t really had any complaints. I 
think the event has been very well received.”

Vice Mayor Holli Thier said that while she 
did not think alcohol should be prominent at 
the event, her issue was barring it for the 
Little League when other events for children 

in Tiburon had alcohol sales. She suggested 
the town develop an alcohol-use policy for 
future events.

The council’s approval of the other two 
Main Street closures went smoothly.

Lower Main will close from 2 to 8 p.m. 
June 15 for the fourth annual celebration of 
Juneteenth, which commemorates the end 
of slavery in the U.S. It will also close 2-6 
p.m. Nov. 2 for the third annual celebration 
of Diwali, the festival of lights and triumph 
of good over evil celebrated by Hindu, Sikh, 
Jain and some Buddhist adherents in South 
Asia and its diaspora.

In a separate vote, the council allocated 
$8,000 each from the fi scal year 2023-2024 
operating budget to the Diversity Inclusion 
Task Force to organize the Juneteenth and 
Nowruz celebrations, with an additional 
$8,000 to be included in the coming fi scal 
2024-2025 budget for the task force to orga-
nize the Diwali festival.

Reach Tiburon reporter Francisco Marti-
nez at 415-944-4634.
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